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The British Film Academy, as it was first known, formed on 16 April 1947 when its founding members 
met at the Hyde Park Hotel under the Chairmanship of David Lean. Their fundamental aim was “to 
recognise those who had contributed outstanding creative work towards the advancement of British Film.”

Eleven years later, the Academy merged with the Guild of Television Producers and Directors to become 
the Society of Film and Television Arts. David Lean donated royalties from The Bridge On The River Kwai 
and Doctor Zhivago to the Society, which served as an invaluable source of working capital in its early 
years.

In the early ‘70s, Her Majesty The Queen gifted the royalties from Richard Cawston’s Royal Family 
documentary to the Society, enabling it to move from its office suite in Great Portland Street to 195 
Piccadilly, which was converted to house two preview theatres and a meeting place for members.

In 1976, Her Majesty The Queen, HRH The Duke of Edinburgh, HRH The Princess Royal and Lord 
Mountbatten opened these new headquarters at 195 Piccadilly and the Society officially became the 
British Academy of Film and Television Arts.
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