Winner of Orange Wednesdays rising star award
Interview with Adam Deacon

Q.	Before we start firing questions at you, Adam.  Alexandra from Sweden asks in Swedish -- I will translate it: do you prefer acting or rapping?
ADAM DEACON:  Acting, acting.  You know, the rapping, it was something I always kind of dabbled with, but I find it kind of therapeutic, if that makes any sense.  I find the acting very more up and down, so I just put it in music.  But acting, yeah.

Q.	And Chantelle from Germany asks: what what is your next project going to be?  What secrets can you tell us?
ADAM DEACON:  I have got a film coming out on 9 March called Payback Season.  I play a Premier League footballer in that, and I am busy writing at the moment as well with my co-writer Michael Vu another comedy, which is kind of different.

Q.	So you are a Thierry Henri character?
A.	He has got the high life, the penthouse apartment, the Ferrari, but at the same time his family are still living on a council estate, and it is the whole story of, before you know it, kind of extortion and jealousy.  I guess the side of celebrity culture we don't always see.

Q.	Can I ask you, you got quite emotional up there.  What does it mean to you to win something like this?
A.	You know what?  Ten years ago, I was sitting in a hostel with nowhere to live and it was a dream, you know?  I never -- it was always one of these things where you keep -- you keep working and it keeps going one step better and better until, like, this has happened and it is amazing.  It just -- it really does.  It feels like it is just, kind of -- I said it, I guess, up there, but it is that acceptance and a kind of pat on the back by BAFTA in a sense.

Q.	Congratulations.  Who have you met tonight that you have been excited to meet that you have been star struck about?
ADAM DEACON:  You know what, the cab took us round the block three times so we were late for the red carpet.  So when we got in, it was kind of rush to our seat, so I didn't actually get to meet anyone yet.  But seeing people about, and Brad Pitt was there and, you know, I am -- it is crazy.  Surreal, surreal.  But I am hoping I can say hello to some people after in the party.

Q.	Your mate, Noel Clarke, won this.
ADAM DEACON:  Yeah, yeah.

Q.	It is a bit plasticky, the Orange one.  You are quite a cool dude.  Are you going to show that one off?
ADAM DEACON:  You know what?  I would be happy if it was made of ... it is a BAFTA and it means so much.

Q.	You spoke about, you know, the notion that if there was any kid out there who could dare to dream.  What did you mean by that?
ADAM DEACON:  I meant that, it -- I guess if you are coming from a certain world or a certain area, or whatever you want to call that, council estate or ... it is just that little bit harder, I think, to get into the acting profession, and I think that I have been very lucky in that sense.  And for me, I meet young people all the time.  I meet young people all the time that say they want to do acting, they want to get into it.  My thing that I always tell them, it is not an overnight thing.  It could take years and years.  It took me years and years.  
My first part was when I was 12 years old, so that is what I meant by that.  Stick with it, stay focused, stay determined and don't be put off by rejection and, I guess, yeah.  You get your time, I guess.

Q.	You also said it was a win for the underdog.  Does that mean that you think you were an underdog and, if so, why?
ADAM DEACON:  You know what it it was?  When we put out Kidulthood, the Noel Clarke film, back in 2006, I felt there was a strong connection with the audience.  I used to walk round Hackney and the love I was getting from young people, it was phenomenal.  At the same time, you go up for castings, the casting directors, they never watch these films because of a generation gap.  It was very much two worlds in a sense, very much young people watching these films and the older generation not giving it that much time, if I am being honest.  And -- so yeah, I just felt that you kind of live in this mad bubble where it -- yeah.  I was kind of calling my agent, you know: can we do something?  I feel like I am ready to do something bigger now, but it was hard, and so I went off to write and direct Anuvahood and I just hope that would kind of -- I guess taking films like Kidulthood and Adulthood, which was always gritty and quite dark, I hoped that if we could flip it on its head and make light of it and say that not everyone from a council estate are going to stab or kill you, hopefully people won't see me as much of a threat, just to remind people that I came here as an actor.  It is a part that I play.  
When you see me playing these parts with, you know, guns and "blood" this, it is just a part and I am approachable and, yeah, I guess that is what this film is about.

Q.	Alistair?  Is that Alistair?  No?  I thought you were Alistair.
Q.	No, that is all right.
Q.	John Alistair.
Q.	How are you going to celebrate tonight?
ADAM DEACON:  Right.  I definitely need a drink.  I haven't had a drink yet, so I will definitely go down and have a little drink.  I don't know, I am just going to see how the night goes, go back to Hackney, meet up with a couple of my mates later on, early hours of the morning and chill.  
It is my first day off tomorrow as well.  It will be lovely just to chill with friends and family, yeah.

Q.	It might be the first time Hackney has seen a BAFTA, but we suspect not the last.  Well done.
ADAM DEACON:  Thank you so much.  Yeah?

Q.	You are going to go to Hackney.  Does that mean that you are going to miss out going to the Grosvenor?
A.	No, I am going to get food there.  That is what I mean.  I think I am going to be meeting up with my mates early hours of the morning.

Q.	He would like to come with you.
A.	He can come.

Q.	When we last spoke you were saying you were still in your council house, is that still going to be the situation?  Are you, no matter what success, that is that still going to ...?
A.	You know what, the council flat thing started, if I am being honest, where -- what people don't realise about a UK film as such, when you see that kind of -- it is a low budget UK film.  The money does not necessarily always go back to the actors.  If I am being honest, it started because I couldn't get a mortgage together.  You know, the money I was earning from acting, it was just enough to pay my rent.  So it started with that and obviously because it has been like that, people used to see me in Hackney.  It is not a big thing to see me about.  I feel safe, I feel cool there.  You know, I never say I wouldn't move out of there, but I have always loved East London.  So yeah, cheers.

Q.	Thank you, Adam.
ADAM DEACON:  Thank you so much.  Cheers, guys.
(End of interview)
