BAFTAS 2011 ACCEPTANCE SPEECH  - OUTSTANDING BRITISH FILM
DAVID SEIDLER, EMILE SHERMAN, GARETH UNWIN, IAIN CANNING AND TOM HOOPER (outstanding British film)

Acceptance speech

IAIN CANNING:  Thank you.  I promise all of us combined will be quicker than Helena.  

This is an incredible award.  Thank you, BAFTA, we cannot believe it.  I would like to thank the people that got us here financially.  I want to thank Momentum Pictures.  I want to thank in particular Xavier, Robert, Hamish, Jamie, Anne and Mark.  And I also want to thank you the Weinstein company and Harvey Weinstein.  I want to think Aegis, Bolonaire and the UK Film Council.

GARETH UNWIN:  I am glad you had the list of everyone to thank.  I'm nervous up here.  A couple of other thank yous, Joan Lane and Richard Price, who were both instrumental in the early stages of this film, but two other people without whom their passion and dedication we wouldn't be stood up here with such a strong film behind us.  And the first of those is Tom, who just displayed so much passion for the material right from the off.  We were blessed when you ordered the project.  Thank you so much.

TOM HOOPER:  This is absolutely thrilling to win this award in this -- in this room, with so many colleagues with whom we have worked over the years, and this film was started with a little boy who had a severe stammer and he used to listen to King George VI on the radio and think, "Well, if the king of England can cope, there's hope for me."  And that man is our writer, David Seidler.

And to be entrusted with this journey that really started for him in the 1940s as a kid, and to bring him to this stage which is, after all, at the Royal Opera House and it is the temple of the human voice.  This is the stage on which the best, the most muscular and strongest human voices are celebrated, and so it is a wonderful irony to be celebrating the finding of David's voice in this room.

I want to thank my wonderful cast: Colin, Helena, Geoffrey, all my heads of department.  My wonderful London-based crew:  Tariq Anwar, Eve Stewart, Jenny Beavan, Frances Hannon, Nina Gold, there is no nomination for casting directors, but there should be.  This was an entirely London-based film and it was great to shoot it here.  And last I would like to thank my family who are my best critics: my mum, dad, brother and sister.  They are all here tonight.  Thank you.

