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BAFTA / Rocliffe New Writing Forum – Wednesday 2 April 2008
Connecting Established Industry to Emerging Writing and Filmmaking Talent for 8 Years


Welcome to the BAFTA / Rocliffe New Writing Forum 

Wednesday, 2 April 2008

Co-chairing this event will be

John Madden

Highly acclaimed and award-winning Director of Mrs Brown, Shakespeare in Love, Captain Corelli’s Mandolin, Proof And forthcoming feature Killshot
Extracts from

Back to Jack

City of Darkness 

Debunking Dad

ROCLIFFE THANKS ALL ITS PATRONS AND SPONSORS FOR THEIR SUPPORT

PATRONS:

Nik Powell, Simon Relph, Michael Kuhn, Cameron McCracken, David Yates, Richard Eyre, Alan Plater, Shirley Rubenstein, Finola Dwyer & Rebecca O’Brien
NEXT ROCLIFFE FORUM: TBC

	SCRIPT TITLE City of Darkness
	MEDIUM Feature

	WRITER  Chris Lakeman Fraser 
	EMAIL:  chrisfraser64@hotmail.com

	SYNOPSIS

French/American Jago Godard, aged 49, born in the cradle of violence of the Algerian War of the late 1950s, now lives and works in a decaying suburb of Paris. It is 2005. At night the streets are filled with burning vehicles, the stench of tear gas and the glittering arc of petrol bombs as students and immigrants clash with Gendarmerie. Amidst this mayhem, Jago continues to produce North African music from a converted warehouse on the banks of the Seine. Despite enjoying money, fame and a string of girlfriends, Jago has lost his way in his life and his work.  Trawling the nightclubs for fresh talent, he discovers Angelique, a striking singer from Mali, whose songs celebrate the beauty of the Sahara and the animals of the desert. They share a passion for the haunting music of Algeria, Senegal and Mali. But their passion for each other is far from smooth. Their relationship is overshadowed by Jago’s nightmares surrounding the death of his mother in the Algerian War; the loss of one of his music crew; the discovery of his father’s involvement in torture; and the invasion of his studio by anti-terrorist troops. Jago descends into a spiral of drink and drugs in which he becomes abusive to Angelique and the other musicians. His greatest fear is that everybody will leave him.  When they do, he takes a massive drug overdose. Faced with losing Angelique, he struggles through a rigorous drug rehabilitation programme before returning to North Africa to come to terms with his disrupted childhood. Finally, he achieves a sense of peace, performing music at the ‘Festival of the Desert’ in Mali, and considering the possibility of a life with Angelique.

	Director
	Paul Callahan

	Cast
	

	Narrator /Journalist
	Charlotte Purton
	B W H - 020-8996 1661


David Leonard

	
	Intern’l Artistes - Malcolm Browning - 020-7025 0600
	

	Angelique
	Antonia Okonma
	Patrick Hambleton Mgmt - 020-7226 0947


Kammy Darweish

	
	NSM Ltd - 020-7720 3355
	


Tom Kanji

	
	NSM Ltd - 020-7720 3355
	

	Toure
	James French
	Tim Kent Assoc - 01753 655517

	
	

	SCRIPT TITLE Back to Jack 
	MEDIUM FILM - Thriller

	WRITER  Claire Wilson
	EMAIL:  wr16claire@vfs.com

	SYNOPSIS

Jonnie Dury (16) is a loner. No one shouts his name across the playground. No one has any idea who he is. Until one morning he’s found hanging from a basketball hoop in the school gymnasium. If Jonnie had died he would have been immortal, but thanks to the caretaker, now he’s just a very well known... loner. Dartmoor, a vast and ancient landscape. Empty, peaceful and open. The perfect sanctuary for a troubled teen. Maggie Dury does what any worried mother would do; she relocates her suicidal son, her pubescent daughter Emma, and her boyfriend Steve from the hostility of London to the wilds of Devon for some space to think. Here they can start afresh. Here her son is safe.  The minute Jonnie walks into the quiet town of Tavistock he feels eyes upon him. Not just new boy eyes but suspicious, wary, even terrified eyes. You see Jonnie bears an uncanny resemblance to much loved local teenager, Jack. A teenager who threw himself in front of a train not too long ago. Jack was a legend, a real cool kid. He left behind him a group of very cool peers. Much to Jonnie’s surprise Jack’s friends want to know him. He doesn’t care if it’s because he reminds them of someone else. He’s not bothered when they start to call him Jack. And he certainly doesn’t mind when Jack’s beautiful ex girlfriend Lou becomes his. In fact, Jonnie starts to become a little like Jack, the clothes, the drinking the dare-devil antics. Through this dead legend Jonnie finally finds a life.  As Jonnie grows in confidence so do his new friends. It turns out not all of them liked Jack. Ra was jealous of his quick wit, Blake hated the way he always came first. Lou was resentful of his straying eyes and Jen is still hurting from when he knocked her back. Jonnie becomes an outlet for everything they wished they said. Angered and hurt he breaks away from the group. Looking at himself in the mirror one day Jonnie realises he is no longer himself. Who is this Jack he has become? Jonnie decides to play detective and see why this guy was so great. On top of all the stories he uncovers some unexplained questions about his death. Witnesses say Jack wasn’t alone the night he died but no one has yet found an accomplice. Jonnie grows suspicious.  Lou arrives at the door one morning to invite Jonnie on a camping trip. It’s been a week since he’s seen the gang. He’s reluctant but who can resist those pretty eyes? They set off in Jen’s mum’s van, up into the moors away from the town. It’s dark when they set up camp… except for the light of the rail road. Jonnie grows suspicious of their plans. He flees to the hills only to be caught in a game of cat and mouse with people he once called friends. With each one of them a suspect Jonnie doesn’t know who to trust. Finally, convinced Lou has the biggest motive, he runs to safety with Jen. But there by the rail road she turns on him, like she turned on Jack, leading him to his death. A struggle ensues with Jen eventually coming to a bloody end.  Now Jonnie’s a hero in his own right. But in his heart he’ll he never shake off the spirit of Jack.

	Director 
	Jesse Lawrence

	Narrator / Steve
	David Hounslow
	Michelle Braidman Assoc - 020-7237 3523

	Jonnie Dury
	Joe Sargent
	Vivien Wilde - 01273 245195

	Emma Jury / Jen Steel
	Jade Williams
	Rossmore Personal Management - 020-7258 1953

	Maggie Dury
	Lynn Lomas 
	Mark Summers Management - 020-7229 8413

	Mr Johnson
	Peter Gordon
	Frances Phillips - 020-8953 0303

	Tanya
	Rosemary Boyle
	D & B Management - 020-8698 8880

	Blake
	George Rainsford
	Macfarlane Chard Assoc - 020-7636 7750


Dominic Debias

	
	Intern’l Artistes - Malcolm Browning - 020-7025 0600
	


John Paul Mccue

	
	Intern’l Artistes - Malcolm Browning - 020-7025 0600
	

	Lou Baker
	Cascade Brown
	Bronia Buchanan Assoc - 020-7395 1400


	
	

	SCRIPT TITLE:  Debunking Dad
	MEDIUM:  Feature

	WRITER  Richard Lamb
	EMAIL:  richard@suzyjack.fsnet.co.uk

	SYNOPSIS

Dr Charles Carter is one of the country’s foremost authorities on the paranormal, respected by peers and admired by audiences. Well into his fifties, he no longer conducts field work and limits himself to the lecture circuit and the only thorn in his side is the equally admired work of Douglas Carter, his son. Doug writes books and contributes articles to the Sceptic Magazine, debunking everything that his father believes in. They haven’t spoken in years. When Charles discovers he has a terminal illness, he decides to buy a motor home and take his wife, Joyce, on one last tour of Britain’s most famous paranormal sites. Joyce has other plans, however, and with the help of Doug’s wife Susan, persuades the reluctant Doug to take her place and drive his father from one end of the country to the other.   Bickering from the moment they set off, they head first to Pluckley, supposedly the most haunted village in the country. Jimmy, who has an old grudge against Doug, invites them both to spend a night in the church, hoping to catch a glimpse of one of the local ghosts. During the night the group encounters something, but is this just an elaborate hoax constructed to take revenge on Doug? Doug and Charles head for Rendlesham Forest, home of Britain’s most notorious UFO sightings. Needless-to-say, Doug is not expecting much, but he is beginning to find his father’s enthusiasm strangely affecting. After a midnight run-in with two soldiers from the nearby military base, an episode which sends Doug into a revealing rant at his father, they meet Toby and Lucy. These two perpetually stoned twenty-somethings are big fans of Charles’ work and insist that Doug and Charles’ join them on a night-time vigil. Doug has a field day, spreading his scepticism around, but when Charles disappears to relieve himself it is left to Doug alone to try and explain the bright lights in the forest and the disappearance of Toby and Lucy.  Next it is a long drive to Scotland, to Loch Ness. Here, in this picturesque setting, Charles and Doug finally begin to find their common ground. As Charles’ condition worsens, father and son discover that there are some questions which can be answered and some mysteries that can be solved. At the end of their journey, both men look toward the same spot in the loch. One sees a monster, the other sees a log. Both men have already seen the truth.

	Director 
	Susan Jacobson

	Cast
	

	Narrator
	Caroline Wildi
	Waring And McKenna - 020-7629-6444

	Dr Charles Carter
	Mark Penfold
	NSM Ltd - 020-7720 3355

	Douglas Carter
	Cristian Solimeno
	CAM - 020-7292 0600

	Jimmy Underwood
	Vincent Brimble
	Brown & Simcocks - 020-7928 1229


Please come up and introduce yourself if this is your first time. 

Curators:  Farah Abushwesha, Pippa Mitchell, Dallas Campbell, Kerry Appleyard
BAFTA Team: Alex Cook, Jenny Keys

Rocliffe Team: Nancy Harrison, Will Church, Liam Beatty, Jamie Wolpert, Krish Majumdar 
Casting Director: Laura Dickens CDG assisted by Sacha Green

LAURA DICKENS:
Short Films:  Mustard – Roof Raic / NIFTC; The Un-Gone / Tinder Films; Tell It To The Fishes – Roof Raic / RTE.  Moth - Amulet Films; The Welcome Committee – Rocliffe

Feature Films: Friends And Enemies - Defiant Films (Development); Kissing The Guava – Anonymous Films; Unconditional Love –New Line Cinema (Casting Associate); The Martins – Tiger Aspect (Casting Associate); The Count Of Monte Cristo – Disney (Casting Associate); About A Boy – Working Title (Casting Associate); Harry Potter & The Chamber Of Secrets Warner Bros. (Casting Associate) 

TV Credits: Doctors, Holby City – BBC: Hell On High Water – Discovery Channel;  THE REAL Q – Channel 5; XTRA – Channel 4 and The Bill 1996 –1999 – Talkback Thames (Senior Casting Assistant) Commercials include: VW Touareg – Gorgeous / DDB. Email: dickenscasting@aol.com
Directors: Paul Callahan, Susie Jacobson, Jesse Lawrence

PAUL CALLAHAN trained as an actor at Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts. He has toured extensively throughout the UK and Europe, as well as voice over work for television and several radio credits. He has written and directed work for theatre and Granada Television and been involved with Rocliffe since 2002 and has an active interest and belief in the script reading and development process Email:  paulcallahan@hotmail.com
JESSE LAWRENCE’s latest film, Much Ado About A Minor Thing, is part of the prestigious UKFC Cinema Extreme programme and premiered at Encounters Film Festival in November.  Commissioned by UK Film Council for digital shorts scheme, he wrote and directed Mash Up, which is currently playing on the international festival circuit.  He studied painting and photography at the Chelsea School of Art & Design.  Jesse cut his teeth writing and acting in the theatre before turning his attention to digital video.  Co-forming the production company, la famiglia in 2003, Jesse has directed and produced on a number of documentaries including the series, Don't Hate Me Because, for Channel 4 television.  Jesse was featured in Screen International's 2007 Stars of Tomorrow Email: jesse@lafamiglia.tv

SUSAN JACOBSON’s short, 'One Hundredth of A Second' won Best Film at The Manhattan Short Film Festival, the Jury Prize at Funchal Film Festival, and was awarded UKFC Completion Funding - other awards BBC most promising new talent award @ the Bird’s Eye Film Festival.  Susie’s other award-winning short films include 'Bushido: The Way of the Warrior', 'Cracks in the Ceiling' and ‘Couch Conversations’. She has worked for Richard Attenborough Productions as a Script Reader, Production Assistant, and in Camera Department where she worked as an assistant on many Feature Films, TV Dramas and Commercials.  She is a founding member of Pistachio Pictures which produces commercials, promos and corporates.  Susan is currently developing her feature film slate including 'A Love Story' through Metlab UK Email: susan@pistachio.co.uk

BAFTA and Rocliffe requested all attendees not to solicit industry guests with copies of their scripts or projects.  Should you have a script you wish to bring to their attention please submit it to Rocliffe and if selected the co-chair will be notified and will endeavour to attend or send a development representative. 

BAFTA and Rocliffe cannot provide contact details of attendees from the event.  
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