BAFTAs 2012 – Winner’s press conference – Outstanding Contribution to British Cinema: John Hurt

Q. Mr Hurt, for someone who has devoted so many years to the craft, how does it feel to have all those people tonight stand and applaud you, and receive this very special BAFTA prize?
JOHN HURT:  Well, obviously it is -- it is a huge honour, and I am massively appreciative of it insofar as it, this is the country in which gave me all my opportunities and has allowed me to do what I have wished to do for my entire life.  That they should stand and appreciate what I have offered is hugely moving.  
As I have said before, I know what film means to me.  I had no idea that I meant quite so much to film.

Q. Lovely.  This is being broadcast globally, apparently, and we are getting questions fired in from people who are watching.  A young lady called Cassie from the United Kingdom asks Mr Hurt: what advice would you, from your lofty peaks of experience, offer the coming generation?
JOHN HURT: I would offer them the same advice that Noel Coward gave me many, many years ago when, signing a book which I didn't ask whether he -- he didn't ask me whether I wanted it to be signed, but there we are -- he signed me a book of Pretty Polly.  He wrote "From Noel Coward".  I would have put "Noel", but I don't know you well enough.  And then he says "Press on".  And that is the advice I would give to anyone is press on and don't let anybody get in the way of your instincts.

Q.	Hi, congratulations.  I just wanted to ask you, we didn't get to hear your speech in here, so apologies if you have already covered this, but can you pick out the most fond memory you had of working on any one particular of your films, and also to Billy Bob, what is your favourite John Hurt movie?
JOHN HURT:  Which one first?
Q.	You go ahead; the most --
JOHN HURT:  His favourite John Hurt movie had better be Jane Mansfield's Car, because that's the one we did together and that's what we're both going to go to see in Berlin tomorrow, because it is -- it is in competition at the festival.  So he is going off tonight and I am going off at the crack of dawn tomorrow morning, so -- anyway, apart from that.

Q.	No, your fond memories of your -- from the many films that you have made.
JOHN HURT:  Well, I don't know quite how to answer that, because there are so many, so many things that I remember.  I don't know whether they were -- they don't go into a nutshell quite that easily sometimes, but..
Q.	Perhaps --
JOHN HURT:  If you want to take a piece that has probably meant more to me in my life, which -- is this sort of what you are asking -- would be The Naked Civil Servant.  That was the thing that changed the public's perception of me as a performer, and also the business's perception of me as a performer.  So it is what you call a big break.
  
Q.	Mr Thornton, Mr Hurt has kind of answered for you.  So you may prefer to talk about what it feels like to work alongside one of Britain's living legends.
BILLY BOB THORNTON:  Absolutely.  Well, first of all, I will say that my mother's favourite movie is The Field, and she made that very clear to John when she met him.
But working with John, as I say, I guess you guys didn't hear what we were yapping about out there, but directing John is simply -- you give him a couple of takes and ask him if he is happy, and he asks me if I am happy and you move on.  So I will certainly never claim credit for anything John did in our movie because I think the most important thing is that you put people in the part that they are right for, and he happens to be the kind of guy who is right for pretty much anything you put him in.  So it's -- it's a real pleasure.  
He is a gentleman and such a great actor that you never have to second-guess anything with him, and my influence is growing up or not, we are supposed to say Spencer Tracy and Marlon Brando and people like that.  That is the sort of politically correct answer, I think, for actors.  My answer is Alec Guinness, John Hurt, Peter Sellers and Frederick March.  So that's a pretty four cool guys?
JOHN HURT:  Wow!

[bookmark: _GoBack]Q.	Thank you very much indeed.
JOHN HURT:  Thank you.  Thank you very much.
(End of interview)
