BAFTAs 2012 – Winners’ press conference – Best Actress: Meryl Streep

MERYL STREEP:  Thank you very much
Q.	Have you got over your Cinderella moment?
MERYL STREEP:  I did, but I -- I was very upset, because I neglected to thank the person that I wanted to thank the very most.

Q.	Do it now.
MERYL STREEP:  My make-up man and hairdresser, an extraordinary artist for the last 35 years of my life.  The first play I did in New York to tonight's do, all the movies in between.  Roy Helland, and his work on this film, together with the genius prosthetics designer, Mark Coulier and Barry Gower, his associate.  That team made me believable as Margaret Thatcher over four decades, and I wouldn't have this without their work.  And I forgot them because of my flipping shoe!

Q.	We all have these little moments, and you have remembered them beautifully.  We are broadcasting globally, and we will get them ...
MERYL STREEP:  Uh-oh!	

Q.	It is okay.  They have heard "flipping shoe" before.
MERYL STREEP:  They have gone to bed by now, probably.

Q.	Dean is watching in the UK and is intrigued by the make-up, and asks: how long did it take, when possibly you were playing Baroness Thatcher at her most elderly?
MERYL STREEP:  Yes.

Q.	Shall I hold that for you?
MERYL STREEP:  Thank you.

Q.	If I can be trusted.
MERYL STREEP:  Oh, you think it is bad luck.  It is not bad luck, no, no, no, no, no.

Q.	It is much better if ...?
MERYL STREEP:  No.  Well, when I was playing the older Margaret Thatcher, it was about just under two hours, which is extraordinary.  I know models who get ready for photoshoots in less time.  And for the interim periods, it would -- it would vary.  But just -- I would say about an hour and a half, you know, we took to get ready from bed to, you know, rolling.

Q.	Hi Meryl, congratulations on the award.
MERYL STREEP:  Thank you.
Q.	You have done so many different types of films, from Mamma Mia to this, and Devil Wears Prada, which is particularly good.  Which of your films do the fans most come up to you and talk about?  Which gets the most attention when they see you ?
MERYL STREEP:  It depends.  The young girls, Mamma Mia and The Devil Wears Prada.  Most men love The Deer Hunter.  You have to go back 30 years.  I would say a lot of woman, lapsed Catholics, loved Doubt.  People just generally -- everybody has a different thing that they respond to.  That's what is so interesting about movies, is that they all -- they hit people in different ways.  Different films have different resonance for everybody.  The Iron Lady, I think, when young men go into the theatre, if they are dragged kicking and screaming by their girlfriends or their parents, they don't think they are going to like it and then in the end, they are very moved.  It is always wonderful when a film surprises people, and it is hard in this world when everything is so advertised 24/7, people are on the set while you are making it, they are talking about it before you have made it, to be surprised in a movie theatre.  This year, I was on the Foreign Film Committee -- I think that is a secret -- for the Academy Awards.  I got to see a lot of foreign films, and it was divine because I knew nothing, and it is such a -- you remember how it used to be when you could just discover something and run out and tell everybody that you found something incredibly wonderful that no-one knew about.

Q.	Congratulations.
MERYL STREEP:  Thank you.
Q.	I just wondered, your thoughts on your knight in shining armour this evening?
A.	I know.  Livia Firth better not stand at the top of the stairs when I am near her!

Q.	Hello, Meryl.  I just wondered if -- anything that you learned through playing her, from Margaret Thatcher, that you would now take forward with you?
MERYL STREEP:  Oh.  Well, I don't know if I -- hmm.  Yes, I learned how to be interviewed more successfully.  I learned how to control the interview, which is something I never really could understand how to do.  But she did it masterfully.  She, with a command of her breath and her convictions, she just would launch into the most amazing sort of labyrinthian argument.  She would go on to a point where you thought she couldn't go on any further because she is going to have to take a breath at some point and still -- don't interrupt me, don't interrupt me.  Let me say one more thing.  And I thought that is the secret, you know?

Q.	Meryl, massive congratulations.  Following on from the success of the The Iron Lady, are there any other icons that you would love to portray on screen?
MERYL STREEP:  Oh.  You know, I don't think about things that way.  I think about individual women, everybody is sort of of the same importance.  Real people, unknown people, they are all about five six and they all are about seven pounds overweight, and then I play them.  But no, I don't know.  I don't have any pre-conceived idea.

Q.	Would you like to get involved in the Diana film?
MERYL STREEP:  In the ... sorry?

Q.	There is a new film coming out.  Is that something you would like to?
MERYL STREEP:  Oh, no, I didn't know about that.

Q.	Sadly, this is the last question.
Q.	First of all, congratulations for tonight's (inaudible).  We are coming from Turkey.
MERYL STREEP:  Oh, wonderful.

Q.	You played in many roles and you won many awards.  So is there any role in your mind that you really want to play in your future career?  And you know that Turkish cinema is improving very rapidly.
MERYL STREEP:  Mm-hm.

Q.	How do you admire Turkish cinema?
MERYL STREEP:  I haven't seen enough Turkish films to be able to speak authoritatively on this subject, but I do know I love Istanbul.  I mean, I was just there last year and again, a few months ago, so I really love it there.  I think it's -- it's a great, interesting city for the reasons that it has always been interesting, because it is absolutely the nexus of the east and west, and the culture clash, and still  a very cosmopolitan and compassionate city.  So a very, very interesting place.  I would love to make a film there.
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Q.	Just before you go, the fashionistas would like to know the design of your shoes?
MERYL STREEP:  Oh, that would be Jimmy Choo, and he is going to kill me.  But there are ... (Laughs)
Which roles?  I don't have in my mind a group of roles.  One thing I do have, there's a -- yeah.  I have -- I am currently trying to raise money for National Women's History Museum in Washington DC.  In fact, The Iron Lady, my salary went to pay for some of that, and I would like to make a film about -- I was talking with Cathy Bates about doing -- Susan B Anthony and Elizabeth Katie Stanton, the two women who stood up and helped secure the vote in 19 -- well, they didn't live to see it, but we finally got it.
Q.	Well, on that note, ladies and gentlemen, Meryl Streep.
MERYL STREEP:  Thank you, thank you.
(End of interview)
