BARBARA HERSHEY AND Steve Jones interview
STEVE JONES:  Hi.

BARBARA HERSHEY:  Hi.

Q.
You look phenomenal.

A.
Thank you.

Q.
Who are you wearing?

A.
This is Ali Rahimi.

Q.
That's a tongue twister.  

A.
Yes, but he's great.

Q.
Clearly.  

A.
Great skirt, isn't it?

Q.
Yes, it looks absolutely fantastic.  

Let's talk Black Swan for a moment.  Nominated for Best Supporting Actress. 

A. Yes.

Q.
Rightly so.  You have been to a few of these awards ceremonies over the years, does it still hold any ... can you be bothered, is what I'm saying?

A.
Yes, yes, I can be bothered!

Q.
But it's another award in your huge collection.

A.
No -- you know, what it really means is that people love the film, and that's what's really exciting.  When you act in a film, you are really acting in a vacuum, you don't have any response.  So it's wonderful to have -- especially this response.

Q.
Tell me if this is true.  I hear due to other work commitments you didn't have any time to rehearse your part in this film?

A.
That's true.

Q.
Basically you are just that good, you don't even need to rehearse!

A.
We rehearsed one day, and then they went off to film the film and I went off to England to do something.  And Derrin had me do something that was very interesting, he had me write, in character, two letters to Natalie, in character.

Q.
He is so deliciously weird, isn't he?  That's such a strange thing to do.

A.
No, it was a brilliant thing to do because it, really -- it was -- opened the door, for me, for the character.  And he handed those letters -- he never read them himself, he handed them to Natalie at strategic moments during the filming, who needed to feel her mother.  But what it also did was it -- it meant that we had a history by the time we came together.

Q.
You had a connection?

A.
We had a connection.  So it wasn't weird at all, it was really brilliant.

Q.
Natalie seemed so fragile in the film.  Were you worried about damaging her in the more robust scenes?

A.
No, I was worried about her damaging me!  No, she was great.  You know, she's -- she's a very strong girl and she was very careful with her diet, she had a nutritionist, and she was -- you know, I'm sure she was exhausted but she never showed it, and she was -- I never worried about her, that way.

Q.
It's an extraordinary film, congratulations, and best of luck.

A.
Thank you.

Q.
Pleasure to meet you, Barbara.

A.
Thank you.

