BAFTAs 2011 - Steve Jones Red Carpet interview - Danny Boyle

DANNY BOYLE:  Nice to see you again, Steve.  How are you doing?

STEVE JONES:  Yeah, it's always a pleasure to see you, it really, really is, and it's a pleasure to talk about another outstanding film.

Q.
127 Hours.

A.
Yeah, we are very fortunate to be here and very privileged to have been able to make the movie.

Q.
And very rightly so, to be here, if I may, because how did you know this was going to be the next DB project?

A.
I was after this for a while, because when I first heard his story, I always wanted to -- it's a bit of a suicidal film in one sense, because it is just one guy on his own, it's not the conventional way you would set up a film.  But I just had a -- when you get a kind of flame in your mind about it, you just follow that, you know?  So we were here a couple of years ago with Slumdog, and of course the success of that allowed us to make this film, so it's lovely to be able to come back.

Q.
Long may it continue.  Let me talk about specifically the scene where James Franco removes his arm.  Was that difficult to direct?  Were you, like, "I can't even watch this myself"?

A.
No, James got queasy at one point, when he was doing it.  No, we had a very clear script based on his book, because he describes it in his book in extraordinary detail.  

Q.
Yes.  Yes, yes, yes.

A.
Very beautifully as well.  So we tried to do it as accurately as possible.

Q.
What did you have for dinner that day, did you just go for the salad?

A.
(Laughs)

Q.
One other thing I need to ask as well, because I'm thinking in my head, it's quite ironic, I'm thinking James Franco was attached to that boulder possibly longer than Aaron?

A.
Oh, way longer.  He was there for, like, four weeks.  Every day he would walk into this corridor and kind of put his arm in this block of rock and just stand there.  So -- it's a brilliant performance, yeah.  Really amazing.

Q.
It's mind blowing.  And I know how close -- you work very close with him and you have to say these certain things, but please tell me he is a wonderful man, because I just -- I fell in love with him after this film.

A.
He is lovely and he's very bright as well, super bright.  He gives the impression of being a bit stoned.

Q.
He does, yeah, he's kind of wandering about a bit lost, and he ... 

A.
It's a front.  He's a hyperactive mind, and he is a lovely guy, actually, as well, very sweet.  He's got a very interesting take on the whole stardom thing, because he's seen a little glimpse of it when he was doing Spiderman, and he's sort of like decided to use it in a different way, and he sort of exploits the persona of acting and examines it in his work, and in his art exhibitions he does as well.  So he's a really interesting guy.

Q.
He's an artist as well.

A.
Yeah, yeah.

Q.
Of course he is.  If I didn't love him so much, I'd hate him.  Danny, it's such a pleasure seeing you, man.

A.
Thank you very much.

Q.
Best of luck.  You deserve it, you really do.  Love the film.

A.
Thank you very much.  

Q.
And I mean that.  You take care.

A.
Take care of yourself.

