BAFTAs 2011 – Red Carpe Interview - Helena Bonham Carter.

STEVE JONES:
I'm here now with Helena Bonham Carter.  An honour.

HELENA BONHAM CARTER:   Thank you.

Q.
How are you?

A.
I'm actually a bit better.  I've been having a cold for the last few days.

Q.
I have been told that in my ear, they've been saying, "Helena's not feeling that well". 

A.
I know, I'm breathing all of the germs on to you.

Q.
Are you past the incubation period?

A.
I think I'm past complete contagion, but who knows?  I might be able to infect you now.

Q.
I'll let you know in a couple of days!

A.
We won't get too close, shall we?  Yes, let me know, then you'll know where you got it from!

Q.
Let me ask you this: who are you wearing?  You look fantastic.

A.
I am wearing somebody who I always wear, called Vivienne Westwood.

Q.
Vivienne Westwood.

A.
Yeah, she's the best.

Q.
She's quite popular, isn't she?

A.
She is with me.  Particularly -- actually, she just does lots of things for your body.  You don't have to do the dieting, you don't have starve yourself and all that, she does it for you in the dress.  She creates, like, body engineering.  It's fantastic.

Q.
How can I say this, this is extremely elegant.

A.
For me?!

Q.
Helena, I am a big fan of the kooky, and nobody does kooky like you, and I love that!  I mean, the shoes in LA...

A.
Thank you.  I got the same colour, yes.

Q.
Same colour shoes...

A.
Actually same colour.  No, for me this is quite elegant.  It's actually quite grown up for me, I think.

Q.
You look fantastic.

A.
Thank you very much.

Q.
Were you expecting such a furore about the shows?

A.
No, you know what, I did keep my head down.  I just -- I behaved like an ostrich the next day, but lots of friends were going, like, "You have no idea what reaction it was", but, you know, I just wanted to have a bit of fun, actually, that's all.  And it was indecision.  You know, I'm a Gemini, and I just thought: pink, green, pink, why not both?  You know.

Q.
I'm very glad you did.  I love all that stuff. I also love your movie, The King's Speech?

A.
Well, thank you.

Q.
For which you are nominated for Best Supporting Actress, naturally, of course.  Have you heard apparently the Queen herself has watched this film and decided that One likes it.

A.
Is that what she said?

Q.
Well, I think she gave it a thumbs up.  She was like, "Ey, Phillip, this is awesome".

A.
I hope it is true.  You never quite know –

Q.
No, no, apparently that is true.  Absolutely true.

A.
Okay.  Well, great.  I'm glad.  I'm really happy.

Q.
I mean, you are playing her mum, and she's like "That's really spot on".

A.
I don't know if she approved of me, I don't know.  I can't believe that I could have got her right.  I mean, it's quite hard to play someone you've never -- I met her for three seconds, the Queen Mum.

Q.
You met the Queen Mum?

A.
Yeah, years ago.

Q.
Don't just throw that out there!  Where was that?

A.
No, no, years ago, when I was 18, I was an embryonic actress, on A Room with a View, and there she was.  So I met her for three seconds.  And it is quite difficult to interpret someone or play someone who you only had three seconds worth, plus the most famous woman of that century.  She was that century.  So ... Oh, I hope I did her justice, according to her daughter.

Q.
Do you think it's good enough to win?  You are against some pretty stiff competition, Amy Adams, Barbara Hershey --

A.
Oh, me?  No, not necessarily.  I would be very happy to lose to any of them, they're all brilliant.  

Q.
You'd be happy to lose!  Don't give me that, nobody is happy to lose. 

A.
No, I am.  I really am.  I have been losing steadily to Melissa Leo, and I honestly say that I am very happy to lose, because you don't have to stand up and make a complete tit of yourself.  No, no, honestly, they are very welcome to them.  So, no, I am very happy to lose to any of them.

Q.
Can I ask you one last question?

A.
Yes.

Q.
Our viewers have been voting on-line, eonline.com, for the question they'd most like me to ask you.  That's them, not me.  

A.
Okay.

Q.
Which co-star is a better kisser, Johnny Depp or Brad Pitt?

A.
I didn't kiss Johnny and I didn't kiss Brad.

Q.
You must have kissed Johnny at some point, you've done about a thousand movies with him.

A.
No, never.  I've never kissed Johnny, and I've never kissed Brad, so I don't know.

Q.
You made out with Brad Pitt for the entire length of Fight Club?

A.
You know what, we never touched tongues.  We never did.  

Q.
You'd always close the door!

A.
You know the sex scene?  It was actually me and Brad just jumping up and down on a mattress creating shadows.  That was all we had to do.  It's true we had to do one scene where we were practically naked but lots of strange dots for special effects, and we spent all day in strange positions, but that was it.  I've never snogged either of them!

Q.
That's nowhere near as sexy as I was hoping.

A.
I'm sorry.  I'll get back to you when I do.

Q.
It was all up there.

A.
Yes, it was all in there.  That's the art of film making.

Q.
Good luck.

