
LIGHTS, CAMERA......HOUSE SHORTS
Soho House Group announces the second year of the House Shorts film challenge  

This June, Soho House is launching the House Shorts film competition, a platform committed to discovering and developing the next generation of film makers from the UK, USA and Germany. The competition’s second year, supported by Bombay Sapphire and BAFTA, will feature an illustrious panel of judges including Harvey Weinstein, Paul Haggis, Jessica Chastain and current House Shorts winner Sean Gray.

Ten film maker finalists will be given the chance to make a funded ‘House Short’ film over the summer of this year, before travelling to New York this autumn where one will be crowned overall winner of the competition. The winner of House Shorts 2012 will receive international Soho House membership, plus a series of ‘money can’t buy’ private mentoring sessions with each of the esteemed judging panel, providing guidance that will potentially help shape their career. They will also benefit from international exposure, as their film will be screened across all Soho House cinemas worldwide, and receive support from the House Shorts Industry partners; from BAFTA particularly with promotion through guru.bafta.org; and from The Hollywood Reporter and Bombay Sapphire.

Soho House launched the House Shorts competition in 2010 with the aim of encouraging emerging talent in film. Since winning in 2010, Sean Gray has been working on the acclaimed US TV series Veep, the new series of In The Thick Of It as well as his own BBC radio show iGod. This year’s successful finalist will be well placed to enjoy similar success.

The theme for this year’s films is ‘Imagination’.  Aspiring film makers should submit a 400-word pitch for a two-minute film, which must reflect the theme, and be set and shot in one of the international Soho Houses. Entries must be submitted via www.houseshorts.com by 13th July 2012.

10 selected finalists will receive funding of £5,000 to make their short film, with the winner chosen by a panel of industry experts from across the globe, including:

· Twice Oscar winning screenwriter Paul Haggis (UK)
· Film producer and studio chairman Harvey Weinstein (USA)
· Pride & Prejudice director Joe Wright (UK)
· Director, Writer & Producer Paul Greengrass (UK)
· Janice Min, editor of the Hollywood Reporter (USA)
· Oliver Berben of Constantin Film Productions (Germany)
· Christine Vachon Producer & Co-Founder of Killer Films and Sundance Panellist (USA) 
· Maike Mia Höhne, Short Film Programmer at the Berlin Film Festival (Germany) 
· Jessica Chastain – actress (USA)
· Current winner of the House Shorts - Sean Gray (UK)
Nick Jones said of the project: “Our first Shorts competition was fantastic; the finalists truly brought our Houses to life with their submissions and we have very proudly watched Sean’s success. This year we hope to raise the bar even higher, adding our two new Soho House as locations a powerful panel of inspiring and of the moment judges.”

The End
For further information please contact: 
Jai.dattani@freud.com 0203 003 6448 




Notes to Editors: 

· * Film must be set in any of the following properties – Babington House, Little House, Shoreditch House, High Road House, The Electric, Soho House London, Soho House Berlin, Soho House New York, Soho House West Hollywood or Soho Beach House Miami
· This is the second year in which Soho House Group will celebrate House Shorts which was previously the Electric Shorts in 2010 which marked the 100th Birthday of the Electric Cinema  

About Soho House Group

Soho House was founded in London, in 1995, as a private members’ club for those in the film, media and creative industries. The Group has gradually expanded to include Houses across Europe and North America, as well as restaurants, cinemas, spas and hotels.

The clubs include the original Soho House, Babington House in Somerset, Electric House, High Road House, Shoreditch House, Little House Mayfair, Soho House Berlin, Soho House New York, Soho House West Hollywood and Soho Beach House Miami (Babington, High Road, Shoreditch, Berlin, New York and Miami also host hotel rooms). 

The portfolio includes 11 public restaurants to date; Café Boheme, Boheme Kitchen Bar, Electric Brasserie, High Road Brasserie, Hoxton Grill, Cecconi’s Mayfair, Cecconi’s West Hollywood, Cecconi’s Miami, Pizza East Shoreditch and Pizza East Portobello. In 2009, the Group launched its first standalone hotel, Dean Street Townhouse, hosting 39 bedrooms and an all-day restaurant.  The group has also developed the Cowshed spa and salon along with a line of Cowshed-branded hair and body products.

About Bombay Sapphire

BOMBAY SAPPHIRE® is the fastest growing premium gin in the world and world's number one premium gin by value.  BOMBAY SAPPHIRE is created with a unique combination of ten hand-selected botanicals, sourced from around the globe.  Infused with Imagination, BOMBAY SAPPHIRE is a symbol of the exploration of worldly and sophisticated lifestyles. www.bombaysapphire.com.  

About BAFTA

The British Academy of Film and Television Arts (BAFTA) is an independent charity that supports, develops and promotes the art forms of the moving image by identifying and rewarding excellence, inspiring practitioners and benefiting the public. In addition to its Awards ceremonies, BAFTA has a year-round Learning & Events programme that offers unique access to some of the world’s most inspiring talent through workshops, masterclasses, lectures and mentoring schemes, connecting with audiences of all ages and backgrounds across the UK, Los Angeles and New York. BAFTA relies on income from membership subscriptions, individual donations, trusts, foundations and corporate partnerships to support its ongoing outreach work. For further information, visitwww.bafta.org or www.bafta.org/guru.

About The Hollywood Reporter

The Hollywood Reporter is the definitive interpretive voice of the entertainment industry. Informing, engaging and empowering content is delivered across a multimedia platform that includes: a weekly magazine, bi-monthly special reports, quarterly glossies, a Website, a daily news PDF, iPad app and events. http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/
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