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JOHN HURT:  Thank you.  Thank you.  What do I do?  I speak.  I speak, yes.  Thank you.  Heaven alone knows, sit down!
Who would have thought, all those years ago, that I would be sharing the stage of the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, with Billy Bob Thornton?  How fabulous.
Anyway.  One of the difficult things, of course, by being given an award that you know you are going to get, and not having to wait for the envelope to be opened, is that you, I suppose, have the time to write a speech.  Well, I did, but without giving out too much information, I was getting up last week, on my way to the bathroom, and passing the end of the bed, and my wife said to me, "Can I say something to you?"  And I said, "Yes, yes, of course you can".  "You won't be cross?"  I said, "No, I don't think I'll be cross.  What would it be?"  And she said, "Well, you remember the other day, you read out that speech that you are going to give on Sunday?"  I said, "Yes, yes".  She said, "You sure you're not going to be cross?"  I said, "No, I'm not going to be cross.  What about it?"  "Well", she said, "don't".  
So I thought, well, well, that's all right, clearly you didn't like it, but, I mean, what am I going to do?  I've got to say something.  And she said, "Well, I've seen you give a lot of speeches and don't get me wrong, I mean, please don't be cross, because you do them very well, but you tend to grip the desk with your hands and your knuckles go white.  And, please, you're sure you're not going to be cross?"; "No, I'm not going to be cross, no".  "And you sound like somebody else."
"I see, right.  Well, so what do you suggest?"
She said, "Well, what I would like to see you do is stand just as you're standing now, in front of all those peers, and have been directly or indirectly responsible for giving you this honour, and simply say, 'Thank you'."
I have taken her advice.  And I am saying, to all of you, indirectly and directly, thank you.  Particularly, however, to all those directors that have given me the opportunity to play some of the most wonderful parts that I would never in a million years have thought of for myself, and it is the reason that I am standing here, is because I am the addition, basically, of their imaginations.  So I thank them all, from the bottom of my heart, and the Academy.  Thank you all.

