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ADAM DEACON WINS THE ORANGE WEDNESDAYS RISING STAR AWARD 

· The Kidulthood Actor and star of Anuvahood tops the public vote
· The Orange Wednesdays Rising Star Award is the only BAFTA Award to be voted for by the public
· Adam Deacon joins the ranks of Orange Wednesdays Rising Star Award winners including Tom Hardy, Kristen Stewart, Noel Clarke, Shia LeBeouf, Eva Green and James McAvoy 


EMBARGOED UNTIL ANNOUNCED AT THE CEREMONY


Sunday 12 February 2012: Orange is proud to announce Adam Deacon as the Orange Wednesdays Rising Star Award winner in 2012.

The Orange Wednesdays Rising Star Award is the only award presented at the Orange British Academy Film Awards that is voted for by the public. Adam is one of five international actors nominated for their exceptional talent and recognised as a true star in the making. The other nominees are: Chris Hemsworth, Chris O’Dowd, Eddie Redmayne and Tom Hiddleston. 

Born and raised in Hackney, East London, Adam rose to fame after starring in 2006 film Kidulthood and has been playing urban and streetwise characters since the age of 12. He reprised the role of Jay in Adulthood, the sequel to Kidulthood, as well as starring in crime thriller 4.3.2.1. In 2012, he is due to appear in three films; Outside Bet (alongside Bob Hoskins), thriller Payback Season and Menhaj Huda’s Comedown. 

Spencer McHugh, Director of Brand at Orange, said: “We’re thrilled that the British public has chosen Adam as their winner. The build-up to the award has been one of our most exciting yet and the passionate support for the nominees from their fans on Twitter and Facebook has demonstrated this truly is the public’s award.  We’d like to congratulate Adam and hope this marks the start of a new exciting chapter in his career.” 

Pippa Harris, Deputy Chair of BAFTA’s Film Committee and Chair of the Orange Wednesdays Rising Star jury, added: “The nominees represent some of the most exciting performers in cinema right now. I can’t wait to see what Adam and they do next.” 

The Orange Wednesdays Rising Star Award was created in honour of Mary Selway, the highly respected BAFTA-winning casting director whose career spanned three decades and over ninety films before she died in 2004. She worked with notable directors such as Steven Spielberg, Roman Polanski, Clint Eastwood and Ridley Scott, contributing to the creation of some of the silver screen's most memorable characters.

Initially a longlist of eight actors and actresses were selected by a jury of respected members of the film industry including Harry Potter director David Yates, Jury Chair Pippa Harris and actors Simon Pegg and Sienna Miller. Orange customers voted for their top five to produce the nominees, and the British public voted for the winner via the Orange website www.orange.co.uk/bafta and by text.

ENDS

For more information please contact 
Alex Wilkinson / Samantha Harris at M&C Saatchi Sport & Entertainment
Alex.wilkinson@mcsaatchi.com / samantha.harris@mcsaatchi.com 
07969 573 313 / 07891 588993

Images - will be available from Rex Features and via the Orange Newsroom at http://newsroom.orange.co.uk/ 

About Orange UK
Orange is the key brand of the France Telecom Group, one of the world's leading telecommunications operators. With almost 131 million customers, the Orange brand now covers Internet, television and mobile services in the majority of countries where the Group operates. 

In the UK, Orange provides high quality GSM coverage to 99% of the UK population, and 3G coverage to more than 93%. 

Orange and any other Orange product or service names included in this material are trade marks of Orange Brand Services Limited.

On July 1 2010, the company became part of Everything Everywhere, one company that runs two of Britain's most famous brands - Orange UK and T-Mobile UK - with plans to transform the industry by giving customers instant access to everything, everywhere, offering them the best value, best choice and best network coverage in the country. Everything Everywhere Limited is the UK’s biggest communications company, with a combined customer base of almost 28 million people and more than 720 retail stores across the country. 

Everything Everywhere Limited is registered at Hatfield Business Park, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, AL10 9BW under the registered company number 02382161.

For more information please call the Orange Press Office 0870 3731500, or visit www.orange.co.uk/newsroom 


About BAFTA
The British Academy of Film and Television Arts is an independent charity that supports, develops and promotes the art forms of the moving image by identifying and rewarding excellence, inspiring practitioners and benefiting the public. In addition to its Awards ceremonies, BAFTA has a year-round Learning & Events programme that offers unique access to some of the world’s most inspiring talent through workshops, masterclasses, lectures and mentoring schemes, connecting with audiences of all ages and backgrounds across the UK, Los Angeles and New York. BAFTA relies on income from membership subscriptions, individual donations, trusts, foundations and corporate partnerships to support its ongoing outreach work. For further information, visit www.bafta.org or www.bafta.org/guru
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