SAMUEL L. JACKSON RED CARPET INTERVIEW
Steve Jones interviews Samuel L Jackson.

STEVE JONES:  I don't need to say I'm joined by Samuel L Jackson, because who else is this going to be?  This is the man.

SAMUEL L JACKSON:  You know, I have been called a lot of other people, you could say Laurence Fishburne, you could go Morgan Freeman.  People would go, "Really?"

Q.
I know my Laurence Fishburne from my Samuel L Jackson, sir.

A.
A lot of people don't.

Q.
Damn them.  How are you, sir?

A.
I'm excellent this evening.

Q.
Welcome to London.

A.
Thank you.

Q.
What brings you?

A.
Well, the BAFTAs, specifically.  I've always wanted to come to the BAFTAs, I wasn't able to come the year I won.

Q.
Is this your first?

A.
This is my first time actually being here.

Q.
I believe you are up presenting.  You are trying to take the bread off my table.

A.
I'm presenting Best Picture this evening.

Q.
Do you see me acting in big budget films?  No.  So I think it is unfair you are presenting.

A.
Oh, really? 

Q.
Yeah?

A.
Oh, that is the title here.  I forget that.  "Presenter".  It's almost like being designated hitter on a baseball team.

Q.
I have citation reader here.

A.
Oh, really?  Citation reader.

Q.
Which award are you presenting?

A.
Best Picture.

Q.
Who's going to win that?

A.
I have no idea.  I like everything that's nominated, I like them all.  If I had to, I guess, prognosticate, what's been winning the most, The King's Speech has been winning more than everybody else, so ...

Q.
So you are backing the dead cert?

A.
Well, you know, you go to enough of these award shows, when they call your name, you have that feeling, you say, "Maybe this time they will get it right", and they call the picture they've been calling all along.

Q.
Have you seen all the pictures?

A.
Yes, I have.

Q.
Which is your favourite?

A.
My favourite out of all of them, I would have to say The Fighter.

Q.
The Fighter?  I enjoyed that film, I really, really did.

A.
Yes, and Mark is a good friend of mine.  We play golf together, so ...

Q.
You play golf with everybody!  Everybody in Hollywood!

A.
Yeah, I try to, but, you know, I play with Mark a lot more than other people.

Q.
Is he any good?

A.
Yeah, he is.  

Q.
Better boxer or golfer?

A.
Well, he looks great on film boxing, and I wouldn't want to see him fight somebody for real, so I would say he's a better golfer --

Q.
Especially on a golf course!

A.
Yeah!

Q.
Samuel L Jackson ...

A.
Pleasure.

Q.
Always an absolute pleasure.  

A.
Thank you.

Q.
Enjoy yourself this evening.

A.
I'm going to try.

Q.
And try not to be too awesome on the stage presenting, because it's kind of my ...

A.
I'll be low key.  Play it down.

